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Alexandria 
Theater 
Housing 
Plans 
Progressing 


By Thomas K. Pendergast 


A first step toward redevel- 
oping the century-old Alex- 
andria Theater at the corner 
of Geary Boulevard and 18th 
Avenue was announced by 
District | Supervisor Connie 
Chan with the signing of a 
memorandum of understand- 
ing (MOU) between the City’s 
Office of Workforce and Eco- 
nomic Development (OEWD) 
and the landowner. 

Now efforts to build more 
than 70 units of residential 
housing on the site can begin 
in earnest, while maintain- 
ing aspects of the building’s 
Egyptian Revival style from 
the golden era of grand movie 
palaces for future generations 
to enjoy. 

“We are excited about this 
first step of formalizing our 
partnership with the City to 
develop Alexandria Theater 
into housing, and we are dedi- 
cated to ongoing efforts to pre- 
serve the theater’s history and 
character for the Richmond’s 
benefit,” said Yorke Lee, own- 
er of TimeSpace Alexandria, 
LLC. “We thank Supervisor 
Chan for her continuing sup- 
port, and we share her vision 
to complete this development 
as soon as possible.” 

The Project Development 
Agreement (PDA) will be 
drafted by the San Francisco 
City Attorney’s Office and 
facilitated by the San Francis- 
co Planning Department. The 
preliminary design concept in- 
cludes 76 units, including on- 
site affordable housing. 

“The Richmond deserves 
more housing while having a 
piece of its history preserved,” 
Chan said. “We still have more 
work ahead of us to get to the 
finish line, and I am commit- 
ted to continue supporting 
this process until we get this 
done.” 

According to San Francis- 
co Planning Department doc- 
uments, the theater opened 
on Nov. 26, 1923, with a 
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By Erin Bank 


The usual signs of spring are 
everywhere in Golden Gate 
Park. Golden poppies and 
magnolia trees are blooming 
and the ground is covered in 
green grass and nasturtium. 
Adding to this spring fever 
is the “Spring in the Garden” 
exhibition at the California 
Academy of Sciences, ongo- 
ing now through April 28. 

The highlight is easily Bug- 
topia — four giant animatronic 
insects living in the outdoor 
garden area, complete with 
lifelike movement and sounds. 
Visitors can watch a meadow 
grasshopper, a seven-spot la- 
dybird, a Madagascan sunset 
moth and a red-tailed bumble- 
bee in their temporary habitat 
at the Academy. 

Melissa Carine, the Acade- 
my’s public programs special- 
ist, explained the exhibition 
is meant to celebrate spring, 
make the museum feel excit- 


City Unveils 


By Thomas K. Pendergast 


Sitting next to the original 
home stadium of the San Fran- 
cisco 49ers, Kezar Pavilion 
has had the likes of basketball 
great Bill Russell and the San 
Francisco Bay Bombers roller 
derby team pass through its 
doors. 

The pavilion has not 
changed much since it opened 
in 1926, but major renovations 
are coming in the next few 


A giant grasshopper is one of four massive anima- 


tronic insects at the California Academy of Sciences 
that spark curiosity and interest in nature at the new 
“Spring in the Garden” exhibit. Photo by Erin Bank. 


ing and to spark a sense of cu- 
riosity about the natural world. 


“Insects are such an import- 
ant part of spring,” she said. 


“We also want to focus on 
what happens to bugs because 
of the climate crisis.” 

These larger-than-life ani- 
matronics let visitors get up 
close and personal with insects 
they might otherwise overlook 
and forget about. It is hard 
to ignore a giant grasshop- 
per whose mandibles chew, 
or a giant bumblebee tasting 
a flower with its tongue-like 
proboscis. 

The Spring in the Garden 
exhibit is in the East Garden of 
the Academy, which was rede- 
signed several years ago into 
Wander Woods, an area for un- 
structured play in a safe place. 

“So much research has been 
done that shows the impor- 
tance of non-directive play for 
children, but not everyone has 
access to it,” Carine said. 

Here, children can make 
forts with the branches and 
palm fronds delivered every 
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Plans for Renovation of Kezar Pavilion 


years. 

On March 12, city officials 
from the San Francisco Rec- 
reation and Park Department 
and the Department of Public 
Works (DPW) unveiled plans 
to create a neighborhood rec- 
reation center there, which 
would also double as a disaster 
response facility. 

The total cost is estimated at 
$137 million, with $70 million 
of that coming from the Earth- 
quake Safety and Emergency 


Response (ESER) bond passed 
by voters in 2020. 

The Disaster Response Fa- 
cility component of the ESER 
bond will fund the renovation, 
adding emergency capacity to 
the City’s existing infrastruc- 
ture and using the City’s spac- 
es to meet disaster response 
needs. The renovated facility 
will provide emergency shel- 
ter space after big earthquakes, 
wildfire smoke and extreme 
heat events, according to Alex- 


is Ward, project manager for 
Rec. and Park’s Capital Divi- 
sion. 

Ward said Kezar was select- 
ed because it is a large, indoor 
public space that the City al- 
ready owns, and it is flexible 
because it can be used for a lot 
of different purposes. A police 
station is adjacent to the pavil- 
ion and there is a fire station 
nearby. 


Continued on page 12 


2° The Richmond Review 


April 2024 


Looking Back 


Kinen Carvala 


Shakespeare 
Garden 


Golden Gate Park’s Shakespeare 
Garden was dedicated on July 9, 
1928, according to the San Francisco 
Examiner. Attendees at the dedication 
included Emilie Melville, a Shake- 
spearean actress, and James D. Phelan, 
former senator and mayor of San 
Francisco. 

A wall at the southern part of the 
garden includes a bust of William 
Shakespeare and plaques. Phelan 
donated the bust for the garden. Ar- 
chibald Flower, mayor of Stratford-up- 
on-Avon, Shakespeare’s hometown in 
England, was also involved in donat- 
ing the bust for the garden, according 
to the San Francisco Bulletin. The 
bust in Golden Gate Park is a copy of 
a bust in the Holy Trinity Church in 
Stratford-upon-Avon. Local records 
in Stratford-upon-Avon list Shake- 
speare’s infant baptism date as April 
26, 1564, and his death date as April 
23, 1616 (around age 52) according 
to the Shakespeare Birthplace Trust. 
Shakespeare’s exact birth date is not 
recorded, though later admirers of 
Shakespeare have traditionally cele- 
brated his birthday on April 23. Due to 
Shakespeare’s legacy in English liter- 
ature, he’s sometimes called a “bard,” 
an archaic term for a poet. 

Besides the six plaques of quotes, 
another plaque gives background on 
the bust. That nearby plaque names 
the original sculptor as Garrett Jansen, 
who was also known as “Gerard 
Johnson,” according to the U.K.’s 
National Portrait Gallery. Shakespeare 
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The Shakespeare Garden 


in Golden Gate Park, just west of the Cal- 


ifornia Academy of Sciences, has flowers mentioned in the play- 
wright’s works and six bronze plaques with his quotes about flowers. 


Photo by Michael Durand. 


may have personally commissioned 
the original monument from Gerard’s 
son, Nicholas Johnson, according to 
Shakespeare researcher Lena Cowen 
Orlin writing for Oxford University 
Press’s website. An inscription plate 
on the ground in front of the plaques 
states “The Garden of Shakespeare’s 
Flowers Established by The Califor- 
nia Spring Blossom and Wild Flower 
Association 1928.” 

A bench in the garden honors Alice 
Eastwood. She was president of the 
California Spring Blossom and Wild 
Flower Association, the organiza- 
tion behind the garden, according to 
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A majestic great blue heron mid-flight. Photo by Raphael Brandsma. 


The Western Journal of Education. 
Eastwood was also a botanist at the 
California Academy of Sciences for 
decades, according to the Academy. 

Shakespeare married Anne Hatha- 
way in 1582 and had three children 
with her. In 1599, the open-air Globe 
Theater opened, where Shakespeare 
was not only a playwright but also a 
co-owner. Shakespeare’s company 
also took over the more exclusive 
indoor Blackfriars Theater after 1608, 
according to the editors of the Folger 
Shakespeare Library Editions. 

In 1623, a compilation of “Mr. 
William Shakespeare’s Comedies, His- 
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tories and Tragedies” was published 
with no fanfare, according to Professor 
of Shakespeare Studies Emma Smith. 
This compilation, later known as the 
“First Folio,” was the first time many 
of Shakespeare’s plays such as “Mac- 
beth” or “Julius Caesar” appeared in 
print. Without this compilation, 18 of 
Shakespeare’s plays would have been 
lost like hundreds of other early mod- 
ern plays by various playwrights. The 
First Folio reached its 400th anniver- 
sary in 2023. 

The Garden has flowers mentioned 
in Shakespeare’s plays and six bronze 
plaques of Shakespearean plays’ 
quotes about flowers, according to the 
Oct. 8, 1967 San Francisco Chronicle. 
In 2008, two of the six bronze quote 
plaques were stolen, according to Phil 
Matier and Andy Ross’s May 7, 2008 
column in the San Francisco Chron- 
icle. Only two of the six installed 
bronze plaques have displayed flush 
edges, as of 2024. 

“Twelfth Night,” first published in 
the First Folio, was performed in the 
Shakespeare Garden in August 1989, 
according to the Tenderloin Times, a 
neighborhood newspaper. 

Friends of Recreation and Parks, a 
non-profit organization, completed a 
renovation of the Garden from Dec. 
18, 1990, to June 13, 1991, as a dona- 
tion to the San Francisco Recreation 
and Park Department, according to a 
July 17, 1991, memo to the Finance 
Committee of the San Francisco Board 
of Supervisors. The renovations in- 
cluded wrought iron gates, an irriga- 
tion system and formal flower beds. 

The Garden is available to reserve 
as a wedding venue, according to the 
Rec. and Park website. During wed- 
dings, the Garden might be inaccessi- 
ble to the public. 

The Shakespeare Garden is between 
Martin Luther King Jr. Drive and the 
California Academy of Sciences. On 
MLK Jr. Drive between Nancy Pelosi 
Drive and Music Concourse Drive, a 
sign points out the concrete path lead- 
ing to the Shakespeare Garden which 
is secluded among the trees. 


Great Blue Herons Return to Golden Gate Park 


By Nancy H. DeStefanis 


Four pairs of great blue herons 
have returned to breed at the newly 
renamed Blue Heron Lake (formerly 
Stow Lake). San Francisco Nature 
Education’s (SFNE) campaigned to 
rename the lake after the beautiful her- 
ons who have been observed by SFNE 
nesting there since 1993. Three of the 
nests are located on the island opposite 
the Boathouse. Another pair has occu- 
pied last year’s nest on the island near 
the waterfall in the healthy tree. 

Two pairs are incubating eggs. 
Females lay two to five eggs, then 
both males and females take turns 
incubating them. Eggs hatch 30 days 
later. For the first four weeks, parents 
take turns staying at the nest and keep- 
ing them warm at night. Each parent 
goes out to forage for the chicks and 
regurgitates fresh fish, gophers, moles 
and small birds into the nest. At four 
weeks, both parents must spend all 
their time feeding the chicks approxi- 
mately every two hours. 

At six weeks, chicks become full 
size at four feet, three inches. At about 
eight weeks, chicks begin flapping 
their wings. Learning to fly involves 
branch hopping and many test flights. 
Even after the chicks learn to fly, they 
return to the nest to be fed by their 
parents. At 12 weeks, all the chicks 
go their own way; they do not stay 
together as a family. Their parents split 
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City Hall 


Supervisor Connie Chan 


Investing in Our Community 


Last month, my office welcomed 
the Golden Gate Park Community 
Benefit Fund recipients and Another 
Planet Entertainment to the Richmond 
Recreation Center to jointly announce 
$110,000 in funding for communi- 
ty-based organizations and programs 
benefiting the Richmond. As part of 
the Outside Lands (OSL) contract 
with the City, the Richmond District 
receives annual funding from Another 
Planet Entertainment (APE) to help 
mitigate the impacts the concert series 
has on our neighborhood. 

Last year, SF Mayor London Breed, 
the Recreation and Park Department 
and APE proposed to expand the OSL 
concert series to include a smaller 
scale concert the weekend after the 
OSL Festival. While I was the lone 
no vote on the Board of Supervisors 
for this expansion, I was still able to 


negotiate an additional $10,000 to 
be added to the Community Benefit 
Fund for this new weekend closure, in 
addition to free concerts in downtown 
areas in order to generate positive 
activity and revenue for the rest of the 
City. 

We also required the City and APE 
to hold community input meetings 
to ensure Richmond residents could 
express their concerns about the 
concert and the proposed expansion. 
Through these meetings, the Rich- 
mond spoke out about the impacts 
the park closure and concerts have on 
our neighborhood, including the lack 
of revenue for local small business- 
es, difficulty with parking, the harm 
caused to native wildlife, and trash left 
by concertgoers. Our office also did 
additional outreach to Richmond res- 
idents to gather further input on how 


the Community Benefit Fund should 
be utilized. 

With your feedback, we will be 
partnering with our neighborhood 
commercial corridors’ merchants and 
residents to expand neighborhood 
celebrations, including night markets, 
film festivals and more. The first night 
market, “The Heart of the Richmond,” 
is scheduled for the beginning of June 
in Central Richmond. These festivals 
will bring residents and visitors to the 
Richmond and foot traffic to our small 
businesses. We will also be partner- 
ing with some of our public-school 
Parent-Teacher Organizations (PTOs) 
to help bolster their annual fundraiser, 
using Richmond District schoolyards 
for paid parking for concertgoers. To 
help alleviate the parking issue for 
residents, we are working with the 
PTOs to create parking vouchers for 
residents to use during the concerts, 
giving funds directly to the PTOs to 
benefit the schools and giving resi- 
dents easy parking. 

We also heard from many of you 
about the environmental impacts the 
concerts have on our neighborhood 
and our local wildlife. To help offset 
this, we are investing in San Francis- 
co Nature Education (SFNE), which 
has provided San Francisco children 


with environmental education and 
field trips to local parks for more 

than 20 years, as well as the Cabrillo 
Playground Dahlia Garden, bringing 
more beauty to the Richmond Dis- 
trict. Lastly, we identified funding to 
bring new equipment to the Richmond 
Recreation Center. The rec. center has 
a large contingent of ping pong play- 
ers, but the aging equipment makes 

it difficult. The funds will go toward 
purchasing new tables and paddles, 
and we will be organizing a ping pong 
tournament this spring. 

I look forward to seeing the results 
of these investments in our commu- 
nity. This process has shown that, 
together we can find solutions that 
support citywide interests and bring 
benefits to our neighborhood. But our 
work is not done. We will continue in 
partnership with APE and Rec. and 
Park to host community outreach and 
meetings in the months to come to 
make sure the City has a concrete plan 
to mitigate noise, traffic and other 
neighborhood impacts. 

Connie Chan represents District 1 
on the San Francisco Board of Super- 
visors. She can be reached at 415- 
554-7410 or chanstaff@sfgov.org. 
Find an archive of her columns online 
at RichmondSunsetNews.com. 


Legacy Balboa Street Coffee Shop a Community Hub for 46 Years 


By Beth Lederer 


Simple Pleasures Cafe, a quaint bo- 
hemian-style coffee shop with a larg- 
er-than-life personality and a beloved 
neighborhood destination, was hon- 
ored as a San Francisco Legacy Busi- 
ness in June 2023. 

Simple Pleasures, located on Balboa 
Street near 36th Avenue in the Outer 
Richmond, has been a neighborhood 
pillar adding to the contemporary his- 
tory of the west side for the last 46 
years. 

Opening its doors in 1978, the cozy 
cafe contributes to the heart and soul 
of the neighborhood, attracting artists, 
writers, musicians, poets and other 
locals. It is a community hub with an 
eclectic and diverse range of custom- 
ers, including local families, morning 
workers, students, business owners, 
construction and tech workers, politi- 
cians and retirees. 

The cafe attracts customers with 
fresh roasted coffee, rich pastries, 
stuffed bagel sandwiches and beers on 
tap. Baristas joyfully interact with the 
clientele as soundtracks of multi-di- 
verse music adds to the cool vibes and 
distinctive ambiance with nonconform- 
ing free spirited attitudes. The venue 
also features open mic and trivia nights. 

Achieving the status of legacy busi- 
ness requires a lengthy review process 
and passing certain criteria. The highly 
coveted and prestigious award is given 
to San Francisco businesses that have 
served the community for 30 or more 
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Diana Riggo (left) and “Ahmed Riad are the owners of Simple Plea- 


sures Cafe. They met there in 1996 and married in 2002. Photo by 


Beth Lederer. 

continuous years in one location, main- 
tained the integrity of keeping their 
business the same in form of physical 
features or traditions — including craft, 
art form or culinary — and having a 
lasting impact and contribution to the 
neighborhood culture. 
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GREENLIGHT 


As recorded in the legacy business 
registration application, Sandy Berger 
added a bohemian style coffee shop 
to the neighborhood in 1978. In 1994, 
Ahmed Riad, the current owner, pur- 
chased Simple Pleasures and has kept 
Berger’s dream alive of preserving art 
and culture for many generations of 
San Franciscans. 

“Tt’s such an honor to be recognized 
after all these years of contributing to 
the community,” Riad said. 

Simple Pleasures Cafe serves old- 
world, bohemian-style in-house roast- 
ed coffee. The beans are usually organ- 


ic and sourced from small-scale farms, 
many that are woman owned. Simple 
Pleasures is also a minority- and wom- 
an-owned business. 

During the 1989 earthquake, Simple 
Pleasures remained open, and many 
neighbors gathered there to seek com- 
munity and refuge. Police and fire de- 
partment representatives would stop by 
to report time-sensitive updates. 

As the clock ticks and the years go 
by, Simple Pleasures appears to be fro- 
zen in time. So much of the cafe has 
been historically preserved, both out- 
side and inside the building itself. The 
outside awning, historic wall murals, 
old photographs that line the wall, the 
furniture and even an old public pay 
phone adds to the history of the cafe. 
There is a sign hanging outside show- 
ing a picture of a “phone inside.” 

A big part of the charm of the cafe 
is created by old-time customers — the 
regulars — who are critical to preserv- 
ing Simple Pleasures’ culture. Their 
presence adds to the cafe’s ambiance. 

The cafe also acts as a community 
hub on Thursday nights for open mic 
sessions, attracting musicians, artists, 
singers, poets, writers and comedians 
who perform for free and showcase 
their talent. An older gentleman, Virgil 
Jackson, a regular at Simple Pleasures, 
is in charge of the lineup and sound 
board. Recently, Jackson sang a Bob 
Dylan song while playing the cafe’s 
community guitar. He received a stand- 
ing ovation. 

The musicians and artists that show 
up for the open mic performances share 
in each other’s triumphs and applaud 
each other’s artwork. 

Daniel Furon, a retired photographer, 
has been going to Simple Pleasures 
since 2000. He said he gets a warm 
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ASSEMBLYMEMBER PHILTING invites you to these events... 


To view events, RSVP or for help with a state agency, please go to 
asmdc.org/cj or contact the District office at 415-557-2312. 


Saturday, April 27 10 a.m. - 12 p.m. 


CELEBRATE 


’ ~ : ; 
Please come celebrate Earth Day and help restore 
the habitat at Golden Gate Park’s North Lake. 


Accessible by Muni Bus Route 5 


Meet atthe stairs near the intersection of 
Chain of Lakes Drive & John F Kennedy Drive. 


- 2 P.M. 


Giannini Middle School 
3151 Ortega Street 

San Francisco, CA 94122 
Accessible by MUNI lines 


7, 29 and 48 


Come learn about bike safety, safe routes to school 
and legislation that affects the community. 


OE a For questions, more information, or to RSVP 
ae please visit asmdc.org/cj/bike 


BUDGET TOWN HALL 


Argonne Elementary School 

680 18th Avenue 

San Francisco, CA 94121 

Get an update on current state 
budget proposals and learn how 
to effectively advocate for 

your budget priorities. 


Event is accessible 


by Muni routes 
5, 38, 38R and 28 


"Alex's professionalism, knowledge, 
attention to detail, and negotiating 
skills are the BEST...’ 


- 18th Ave Seller 
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125. FOOT O8 OBSTACLE COURSE 


Saturday May 4 - 10am - Ipm 


Bernice Rodgers Way at MLK & JFK Dr., Golden Gate Park, SF 


AGES 5+ ON THE COURSE 

__ Win prizes for fundraising & race times! _ 
Come together for a day of fun and community support! 

( REGISTER ONLINE: 


826 40th Ave | FOR SALE 
Outer Richmond | $995,000 


In the same family for decades, this fantastic property in 
one of the Richmond's best locations just hit the market. 
The home features two bedrooms, one split bath, formal 
living room, formal dining room, wood floors, fireplace, and 
period details upstairs, and one bedroom, one bath, and 
kitchenette on the bottom. Huge yard, parking, laundry, a 
stone's throw from GG Park, and long par 5 from Ocean 
Beach. This is a AAA location. The charm is there, you'll just 
need to bring it back. 


Scan the QR code for more details, or contact me anytime. 


This is your chance to remodel your dream San Francisco 
home. 


Open House Schedule: April 6,7,13,14 from 1-4pm. Private 
showings by request. 
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Real Estate 


John M. Lee 


Unintended Consequences 


Have you ever tried solving 
a complex problem and had 
unintended consequences 
after it is all said and done? 
What did you do? How did 
you go about resolving it? 

Legislators passing com- 
plex laws and ordinances 
encounter these issues all the 
time. Take for example Prop- 
osition 19 that was passed in 
2020. There were two parts 
to this measure. What was 
emphasized was that this 
new law gives homeowners 
who are over 55, severely 
disabled, or whose homes 
were destroyed by wildfire or 
disaster, the ability to transfer 
their principal residence’s 
property tax basis over to a 
replacement residence of any 
value anywhere in the state. 
The part that was not promot- 
ed was that in order to make 
this measure more revenue 
neutral, the county gets to 
reassess inherited properties 
up to market value except for 
a few exemptions. 

This measure passed but 
people have been trying to 
get signatures to repeal the 
second part as soon as it was 
passed arguing that they were 


misled and did not understand 
the full measure or that ballot 
measures cannot tie two 
significant and separate issues 
together. 

Another example is our 
San Francisco rent control 
ordinance. It was created 
in 1979 when rents were 
increasing. One of the key 
components was that annual 
rent increases are limited to 
60% of the Consumer Price 
Index (CPI). The intent of the 
law was to keep housing more 
affordable for tenants. But 
keeping rents below the rate 
of inflation has unintended 
consequences in the long term 
that we are dealing with today 
and contributes to the housing 
crisis. 

From the landlord’s per- 
spective, because rents are 
held artificially low, there is 
not enough return on invest- 
ment to do renovations or 
maintenance. With our aging 
housing stock, many proper- 
ties are being neglected to the 
detriment of neighbors and 
tenants. And in recent years, 
even the largest landlords in 
the business could not make 
it given the restrictions put 


Academy of Sciences 
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week by Friends of the Urban 
Forest. Critters from the park 
— squirrels, birds, and bugs — 
also visit and give children the 
opportunity to connect with 
resident animal life. Carine has 
watched children come togeth- 
er in groups to imagine worlds 
and adventures that include the 


animatronic insects. 

Children can also climb on 
a giant spicebush swallowtail 
caterpillar, perfect for photo 
opportunities. 

Another part of Spring in 
the Garden is Riveropolis, 
which is a returning hands-on 
exhibition to the Academy this 
season. A cloud rains down 
onto an artificial river, where 


April Crossword Puzzle 


ACROSS 

. Still active, say 

. IBMs or HPs 

. Esteem 

. Panama or pillbox 

. 25-22, for Super 
Bowl LVIII 

. Rowing machine, 
for short 

. Short-term art, for 
short 

. Took forcibly 


. Easily returned shot 


. Ultimate aim, to 
Aristotle 

. Spotify contents 

. Gory 2004 horror 
movie 

. Polite refusal 

. Desktop screen 


. It added "safe word" 


and "screen-share" 
in Dec. 2023 

. Car's current 
provider 


. Partner of Larry and 


Curly 
28. Shoelace end 
29. Jerk 
30. "Hey, over here!" 


DOWN 
1.__—Jose 
2. Some dinnerware 


on them and their properties 
got foreclosed upon and they 
were forced to give up their 
properties. 

Another consequence of 
rent control is that tenants 
who have been in a unit might 
never move because the rent 
is so far below market rent. 
This limits the rental supply 
on the market, thus result- 
ing in high rents like we are 
experiencing. There are even 
tenants who have purchased 
properties but decide to stay 
in their existing unit while 
renting out the purchased 
property because it made 
more economic sense. 

The tenants who have been 
renting their units for a long 
time are enjoying the benefits 
of low rents, the younger ten- 
ants who are just starting out 
are paying high rents while 
having to deal with very low 
rental inventory. 

The questions that begged 
to be asked are: Is rent control 
supposed to help all tenants or 
only those who have been in 
a rental unit for a long time? 
And should there be a mech- 
anism whereby tenants who 
are in a high-income bracket 
not qualify for rent control 
benefits? The answers to these 
questions can provide the 
basis for better rent control 
legislation. 

Unintended consequences 
not only occur on the local 
level but on the state and 
national level also. 

Take for example the taxa- 


supplies are provided to let 
kids construct their own boats 
and float them downstream. 
Placards encourage kids to 
experiment with how they de- 
sign their boats and see how 
it affects their journey. Again, 
Carine explained, it is about 
observing and open play rather 
than a formal learning exhibit. 

“Caregivers get really into 
it, too,” she said. 

There are also daily puppet 
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5. Event often before a 11. 2.3, roughly 


graduation or after 
an engagement 
. Bit of 

mountaineering 
gear 

7. Proofreader's 
request 

8. Self-appointed 
watchdogs 


3. Like most notebook 10. Climbs without 


paper 
4. Polite assent 


6-down, or much 
else 


2. N.Y. setting 


. "Wowie ___!" 

. Principles 

. Fish-and-chips fish 

. Pagoda instruments 

. Porridge-serving 
bear of literature 

. It may be laid or set 

. Day to say "Chuc 
mung nam moi" 


Richmond Homes Sold in March* 


Address 


Bed Bath Sq.Ft. 


Price 


526 18th Ave. 


ils) 1,650 $1,725,000 


2345 Turk Blvd. 


2 1,807 1,810,000 


801 33rd Ave. 


3,136 1,915,000 


870 48th Ave. 


1,982 2,020,000 


740 36th Ave. 


2,770 2,527,500 


22 Roselyn Terrace 


2,980 3,300,000 


797 35th Ave. 


3,631 3,400,000 


267 14th Ave. 


Seal 3,825 000 


157 Commonwealth 


6,210 5,500,000 


*Partial listing. Source: M.L.S. 


tion on the sale of a principal 
residence. Prior to 1997, a 
homeowner could sell his or 
her home and take up to two 
years to purchase a home of 
equal or higher value with- 
out paying any capital gains 
taxes. In 1997, this law was 
eliminated, and a new law 
was passed whereby the first 
$250,000 of gain, if the tax- 
payer is single, and $500,000 
if married, are excluded from 
taxes. Any amount over this 
would be taxed at the capital 
gains tax rate. 

At the time, the amounts 
seemed generous. However 
today, many home sellers 
have gains over that amount 
on their home and would have 
a large tax liability if they 
were to sell. So, the decision 
often is to hold instead of 
selling. This once again limits 
housing inventory, and thus 


shows that teach younger chil- 
dren about insects and their 
role in the bigger ecosystem. 
The older kids can also go in- 
side to solve mysteries about 
animals based on the shape of 
their skulls. On April 8, when 
a solar eclipse will be visi- 
ble (weather-permitting), the 
Academy will provide sun- 
scopes and have experts avail- 
able to explain the science be- 
hind eclipses. 

Spring in the Garden is just 
a teaser for one of the Acade- 


with demand results in higher 
and higher prices. 

Our current housing crisis 
did not happen overnight, 
but it is a result of a growing 
economy, a desirable place to 
live, and laws that had good 
intentions at the time but fell 
short on solving a complex 
problem. And over a long 
period of time, the unintended 
consequences just multiply. It 
will take a lot more brain- 
storming and tough decisions 
to correct this situation. 

John M. Lee is a broker 
with Compass specializing 
in the Richmond and Sunset 
districts. If you have any real 
estate questions, call him 
at 415-465-0505 or email 
Johnlee @isellsf.com. Find 
an archive of his columns at 
RichmondSunsetNews.com. 


my’s largest new exhibitions 
ever, California: State of 
Nature, which will open on 
May 24, 2024. It will include 
the reopening of the popular 
Shake House earthquake sim- 
ulator. Focusing on native spe- 
cies, people, and geology will 
bring a fresh perspective to the 
Academy. 

In the meantime, the bugs of 
Spring in the Garden are wait- 
ing for visitors. Learn more at 
calacademy.org. 


Kids explore the hands-on feature Riveropolis, part of 
the California Academy of Sciences’ Spring in the Gar- 
den exhibit. Photo by Gayle Laird, courtesy of Califor- 
nia Academy of Sciences. 


April 2024 


Simple Pleasures 


Continued from page 4 


feeling from the cafe and feels 
comfortable in the surround- 
ings there. He said he enjoys 
the many friends he’s made 
there over the years. 

“I am happy when I can 
have a conversation, read a 
book or sit outside feeling the 
sun in the parklet,” Furon said. 

Furon has also contributed 
to the cafe with his photo- 
graphs that hang on its walls. 
Many of his pictures are a 
collective history of the cafe; 
the employees and clientele 
posing for portraits under the 
famous Simple Pleasures aw- 
ning and photographs from the 
celebration of the opening of 
the first public parklet in the 
Outer Richmond in 2014, right 
outside the front door. 

Trivia night was started last 
year by Rick Judge, a regular 
since he moved to San Fran- 
cisco seven years ago. Triv- 
ia night is going on its tenth 
session. Judge estimates the 
friendly contest attracts about 
100 participants in an evening. 
Judge said he has gotten to 
know the owners — Ahmed and 
Diana — and has so much ap- 
preciation for them for keep- 
ing the cafe open during the 
pandemic. 

Judge enjoys when trivia 
night helps bring many gener- 
ations together. 

“I get a lot of kids from the 
high school around here,” he 
said. “I also get a lot of older 
folks who have been in the 
neighborhood for a long time. 
Then I get people who are new 
to the neighborhood and are 


just looking to get to know the 
Outer Richmond.” 

Judge said Simple Pleasures 
feels like the “neighborhood’s 
living room” at the end of ev- 
ery trivia night. 

Joe Benham, a tour guide 
and a native to the Bay Area, 
has frequented Simple Plea- 
sures for a year now. He was 
there on a recent Sunday 


morning before he picked up 
his tour bus and headed down- 
town to take hotel guests to 
see Muir Woods and the wine 
country. He said he really likes 


the cafe’s homey feeling; the 
furniture feels lived in. 

While San Francisco is for- 
ever changing, Simple Plea- 
sures is a reminder of simpler 
days. It has adapted to the 
changes of the modern world 
as it keeps artifacts of the past 
and maintains its unique charm 
that keeps multi-generations 
gathering together. Receiving 
the coveted honor of becom- 
ing a legacy business in San 
Francisco just adds to Simple 
Pleasures Cafe’s significance. 

Simple Pleasure cafe is lo- 
cated at 3434 Balboa St. 


French photographer Daniel Furon, a regular at Sim- 
ple Pleasures since 2000, took many of the photos 
that line the walls of the cafe. Photos by Beth Lederer. 
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Richmond District artist Robin ‘Galante, a long-time 
customer, created an image of the cafe’s storefront. 
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»A Friday, April 12th 
6:30pm 


Archive.org/events 


300 Funston Ave 
(Corner of Funston and Clement) 


@ STANLEY DONEN production 


Help us decide! 


The Geary Boulevard Improvement Project will include a community enhancement 
element to beautify the corridor. Learn about the different enhancement options and 
take our survey to tell us which you prefer. Please visit SEMTA.com/EnhanceGeary. 


Join us for a community open house on Wednesday, April 17, 2024 


Time: 5 - 7 p.m. 


Location: Presidio Middle School Library, 2nd Floor, 450 30th Avenue, San Francisco 94121 


Drop in anytime during our open house event to learn about community enhancement 
options on Geary Boulevard, talk with project staff and share your opinion. 


(9311 Free language assistance / #355 {fH / Ayuda gratis con el idioma / 
BecnnaTHaad NOMOLIb NepeBogunkoes / Trg gitp Théng dich Mién phi / Assistance 
linguistique gratuite / ##|OD 33324 / Libreng tulong para sa wikang Filipino / 

Se Of Ae / Mrsagmaanwemarsrtlad lala Uss ww / all gle Gilet Sse Lud! La 


SFMTA.com/EnhanceGeary 
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Commentary 


Quentin L. Kopp 


“i 


Bring Back Citywide Voting for Sines 


The Ides of March is behind us 
(March 15), plus the 15th day of May, 
July and October, await under the an- 


cient Roman calendar, so we can relax, 


think about the Giants’ opening day on 
April 5 at Oracle Park and Earth Day 
and Passover on April 22. 

The March 5 California primary 
yielded two surprises. Former Major 
League baseball player Steve Garvey, 
a Republican, and Democratic Con- 
gressman Adam Schiff of Glendale, 
were the top two finishers — under 
California’s election law arising 
several years ago from my friend, 
then-Congressman Tom Campbell — 
to compete on Nov. 5 in the national 
general election for the U.S. Senate. 
Schiff demonstrated his wiliness by 
concentrating on making Garvey his 
opponent rather than either of the 
Democratic congresswomen, Barbara 
Lee and Katie Porter, who could have 
competed strongly against him. Trump 
supporter Garvey is a well-spoken po- 
litical newcomer who will be trounced 
by Schiff. 

The Democratic and Republican 
county central committees both 
contain new and moderate members 
who prevailed over left-wing and 
right-wing aspirants, respectively. 

The mayoral election broadened with 
the entry of former Supervisor Mark 
Farrell, who had a cup of coffee as 
mayor before deciding not to run 
against then-Supervisor London 
Breed and instead become a high-tech 
millionaire. Supervisor Aaron Peskin, 
at this writing, plays cat-and-mouse 
with the media and political class over 
his potential candidacy to the point of 
“who cares?” He is running and will 
be formidable. 

Perhaps of more importance is the 
effort to qualify for the November 
ballot a Charter Amendment restoring 
at-large voting for supervisors from 
11 districts in odd-numbered years 
starting in 2025. With former SF 
Mayor Frank Jordon, Robert Guichard 
and me as co-chairmen, we say, “End 


LIKE THEY’RE PART 
OF OUR FAMILY. 


the 24-year experiment with district 
elections.” It has been divisive and 
disastrous. Now, you can vote only 
for one member of the Board’s 11 
members every four years. The other 
10 supervisors care not about your 
thinking and there’s nothing you can 
do about it. Before 1995’s adoption of 
the “New City Charter” (as proponents 
dubbed it), you had the right to elect 
all 11 Board members and hold them 
responsible. Instead, district supervi- 
sors are elected with few votes. One 
was elected, for example, in 2022 
with only 8,237 votes, constituting 
1.6% of registered voters! That’s not 
representative government. City Hall 
stagnation has given us a drug epidem- 
ic, rampant homelessness, more than 
175 boards and commissions, deficit 
spending, limitless regulations, fees, 
taxes, loss of population and business 
closures. 

It is past time for a change. Cam- 
paign headquarters is 45 West Portal 
Ave. You can go to SaveSForg to 
request petitions or contribute to a 
charter Amendment which allows all 
S.F. votars to elect all 11 supervisors 
while assuring every district has a 
representative on the board. We need 
49 819 valid signatures of registered 
voters by July 8 to qualify for the Nov. 
5 election. 

Another city’s taxpayers have 
been charged for the building of a 
downtown arena for a professional 
basketball arena expected to cost at 
least $900 million! Oklahoma City 
voters approved last month a six-year 
1% sales tax for the benefit of the 
National Basketball League’s Thunder 
whose owners will only contribute $50 
million but collect 100% of the net 
revenue. 

Last January, Assemblyman Corey 
Jackson, a legislative beauty from 
Riverside County, introduced Assem- 
bly Constitutional Amendment seven 
(ACA-7) to divide Californians, as 
William McGurn of The Wall Street 
Journal phrases it, by race. Jackson 


415.702.3255 


irvingpethospital.com 


ie} 1434 Irving St., San Francisco, CA 94122 


° Preventative Care 
¢ Emergency Care 

¢ Surgery 

¢ Dental Care 

* Diagnostics 


Richmond District 
businesses have what 
you need for a great 

spring and summer! 


Geary Blvd. is OPEN for business! 


Visit Geary Merchants in person or online: 


www.gearyblvd.org 


lists his legislative interests in Capitol 
Enquiry as including “Business ... di- 
versity, equity and inclusion.” In 2023, 
the U.S. Supreme Court prohibited 
colleges from treating people as racial 
group members instead of as individ- 
uals, just as California voters did in 
1996 with Proposition 209, a cam- 
paign State Senator Tom Campbell, 
Gov. Pete Wilson and I co-chaired. In 
2020, California voters rejected a pro- 
posal to undo Prop. 209 and approve 
racial preferences in government ed- 
ucation, employment and contracting. 
Voters defeated such effort 57.2% to 
42.8%. Jackson’s bill adds a provision 
allowing the governor to create “ex- 
ceptions.” McGurn opines that doing 
so “effectively would gut the bans.” 

The bill was passed by the Assem- 
bly and awaits state Senate action. It’s 
discriminatory. 

I conclude with a corollary to the 
election of Board of Supervisors mem- 
bers. Threatened by a lawsuit based 
on the 2002 California Voting Rights 
Act, our Board of Education acted to 
change its membership elections from 
at-large to district-based. Professor 
John Trasvifia of Diamond Heights 
wrote a stinging op-ed in the Chroni- 
cle identifying the faults of such action 
from his experience as a graduate of 
our public schools, past president and 
general counsel of the Mexican-Amer- 


ican Legal Defense and Educational 
Fund and past dean of the University 
of San Francisco Law School (and, 
like me, a graduate of Harvard Law 
School). John opines that such change 
isn’t to protect minorities, but, rather, 
to avoid lawyers suing the school 
district and making money. I’ve 
commented before that then-Super- 
visor John Barbagelata and I made a 
mistake in November, 1971, with a 
ballot measure amending our Charter 
to remove the mayoral appointment of 
Board of Education members in favor 
of electing them. Based on the decline 
(with good reason) of public-school 
enrollment in S.F. and John Trasvifia’s 
observations, I’d like to restore the 
mayor’s authority. 

As high school seniors await action 
on their college applications, ’m 
reminded of Elbert Hubbard’s conclu- 
sion: “You can lead a boy to college, 
but you can’t make him think.” Amidst 
the arguments about increased housing 
in the Richmond, Sunset, Telegraph 
Hill, Marina and other neighborhoods, 
remember Mark Twain’s advice: “Buy 
land. They’ve stopped making it.” 

Quentin Kopp is a former San 
Francisco supervisor, state senator, SF 
Ethics Commission member, president 
of the California High Speed Rail 
Authority governing board and retired 
Superior Court judge. 


Herons Return 
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up as well. 

Every Saturday, from April 13 
through May 20, SFNE conducts the 
free program Heron Watch, at Blue 
Heron Lake in Golden Gate Park. 
Volunteers with high-powered spotting 
scopes show the public the chicks and 
explain their behavior. The program 


is open 10 a.m.-1 p.m. SFNE also 
conducts family and adult field trips 
each Saturday, 10 a.m.-noon. To enroll 
in field trips, sign up and prepay in 
advance. Visit sfnature.org for regis- 
tration and a map of the Heron Watch 
program. Donations are welcome. 

Nancy H. DeStefanis is the executive 
director of the non-profit organization 
San Francisco Nature Education. 


A great blue heron delivers a stick to its mate in a nest in a tree at 
Blue Heron Lake in Golden Gate Park. Photo by Raphael Brandsma. 


ANGELINA: ‘S 


DELI-CAFE 


ANGELINA’S DELI-CAFE 
OPEN EVERY DAY: 7:30AM-4:30PM 
6000 CALIFORNIA ST. @ 22ND AVE. ANGELINASDELICAFE.COM 


JAMES J. RUSSO, CPA 


Income Tax Preparation and Planning 


Tax Time is Here 
Taxes are never easy! 


Use the best —a 


“CPA” 


| have an M.S. in tax + 30 yrs. of experience 
Please call for an appointment 


JamesJRusso@gmail.com / 415-759-5086 
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Assembly 


Assemblymember Phil Ting 
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Affording College Through Service 


The California Service Corps is the 
largest service force in the nation, and 
recruiting is underway to fill 10,000 
fellowship slots with teenagers and 
young adults willing to serve their 
community while earning money for 
college. 

The work can entail taking climate 
action, tutoring and mentoring stu- 
dents or striving to end food insecu- 
rity. San Francisco State University 
sophomore Ailin Torres, for example, 
chose helping kindergarten through 
fourth graders who are behind on their 
reading skills. She dedicates almost 15 
hours a week to those kids during the 
academic year at three different ele- 
mentary schools throughout the City. 

Like other #CaliforniansForAll 
College Corps members, Ailin is a 
full-time student and is compensated 
$10,000 for her community work. Part 
of that is paid monthly to help with 
living expenses; the rest is put into 
an account that can be put towards 
tuition. Nearly 50 colleges and uni- 
versities in our state participate in this 


corps program. Fellows are assigned 
to nonprofits, K-12 schools or public 
agencies, making a difference in hun- 
ger, education and the environment. 

But the experience has brought 
Ailin so much more. She found pur- 
pose after feeling lost and alone her 
freshman year when she moved onto 
the San Francisco State campus from 
Sonoma County in the fall of 2022. 
Tutoring is not only fulfilling, but also 
beneficial for the youngsters needing 
extra academic guidance to catch them 
up with the rest of their class. 

Ailin’s story holds so much promise 
for any young person willing to work 
hard. In addition to the #Californians- 
ForAll College Corps, there are three 
other service programs. Length of 
commitment, college stipends and 
application deadlines vary: 

¢ California Climate Action Corps: 
Designed for emerging climate leaders 
18 years old and up, this program 
provides up to 11 months of hands- 
on experience in the climate sector. 
Opportunities are focused on urban 


Joe’s Ice Cream 
5420 Geary Blvd. 
415-751-1950 


greening, organic waste and edible 
food recovery, and wildfire resilien- 
cy. Fellows earn a living allowance, 
receive training, earn certifications and 
build professional skills while helping 
tackle our state’s most pressing envi- 
ronmental issues. 

e #CaliforniansForAll Youth Jobs 
Corps: Members are 16 to 30 years old 
who are from underserved communi- 
ties. They gain on-the-job experience 
with public agencies and nonprofits 
in participating cities and counties. 
Their focus is on projects that sup- 
port COVID-19 recovery, address 
food insecurity and tackle climate 
issues. Fellows receive a living wage, 
essential wrap-around services and 
other benefits to help ensure both their 
short- and long-term success as they 
help the community. 

¢ AmeriCorps California: Adults 
18 and up from all backgrounds serve 
anywhere from two to 12 months 
in nonprofits, public agencies and 
educational institutions. They set out 


ww.otheravenues.coop 
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415-661-7475 SS ENS 


GLYNN REALTY 


Abigail Glynn 


to improve educational outcomes, 
protect the environment, prepare 

for and recover from disasters and 
advance equitable health outcomes. As 
this leadership experience will boost 
resumes, corps members receive a 
living allowance, money for college 
and other benefits. 

Over the coming year, fellows will 
serve nearly five million hours! Plus, 
California communities will reap the 
benefits of their service. 

If you know a young person who 
is looking to make a difference in our 
state while earning money for college, 
tell them about the California Service 
Corps (californiavolunteers.ca.gov/ 
california-service-corps/). We need to 
prepare our leaders of tomorrow. 

Phil Ting represents the 19th Assem- 
bly District, which includes the west 
side of San Francisco along with the 
communities of Broadmoor, Colma 
and Daly City as well as part of South 
San Francisco. Find an archive of his 
columns at RichmondSunsetNews.com. 
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Connect with us online: f 4 
joesicecream.com AL 
instagram.com/joesicecreamst 


facebook.com/joesicecreamsf 


A Richmond District 
Favorite Since 1959! 


Voted “Best Ice Cream” in the 2022/23 “Best of the Richmond District” 
survey by the readers of the Richmond Review newspaper. 


Realtor - Broker / NOTARY PUBLIC / Residential Leasing Agent / DRE # 00512752 
I have been a residential rental agent in SF for 35+ years. I find 
tenants for landlords for reasonable fees. I show the property that is 
for rent and I write up all the necessary paperwork. Please call for 
more information. 


Cell: 415-827-2434 / AbigailGlynn@prodigy.net / 5014 Geary Blvd., SF 94118 


G 
R 


COME SOAR WITH US AT 
SAINT MONICA SCHOOL 


stmonicasf.org 


Saint Monica School is an inclusive Catholic community of K-8 learners, 
rich in diversity of faith, culture, ethnicity and talent. 


Take a tour to learn more about our exceptional academic program, 
including newly renovated Science Center and STEM program. 


5950 Geary Blvd., SF, CA. | office@stmonicasf.org | 415.751.9564 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 


ACADEMY DAY 
Join us at the California Academy of Sciences to celebrate 171 years of cutting-edge sci- 
ence and community engagement with a science fair, special programming, animal ambassa- 
dors, and pay-what-you-can tickets all in an effort to raise $150,000 in critical funds to continue 
our mission to regenerate the natural world. Academy of Sciences, 55 Music Concourse Drive, 
Golden Gate Park. Thursday, April 4, 9:30 a.m.-5 p.m. For more information, go to calacademy. 
org or call 415-379-8000. 


APPLICATIONS NOW OPEN 
Problem Children is asummer mentorship program for teenage artists who are deeply 
curious, wildly ambitious and want to create beautiful, inspiring things. Sound like you? Apply 
today. Learn more at problemchildren.org. 


COMMENTARIES AND LETTERS 
From the editor: All commentaries we publish are the opinions of the writers and should 
not be considered our editorial stances on issues. We strive to remain neutral and offer a bal- 
ance of viewpoints. We invite readers who wish to express their opinions to send a letter to 
the editor to Editor@RichmondSunsetNews.com. Word limit for the newspaper is 350, for the 
website, 500. RichmondSunsetNews.com. 


DAHLIA SOCIETY PLANT SALE 
The Dahlia Society of California will host its annual plant and tuber sale on Saturday, April 
27, from 9:30 a.m. until noon, in the Hall of Flowers, Ninth Avenue and Lincoln Way, Golden 
Gate Park. 


FELTON TECH SQUAD 
Felton's Tech Squad is providing free basic tech support for older adults and people 
with disabilities in the Richmond District. Ask questions regarding how to navigate your smart- 
phone, tablet or laptop. Drop-in for a one-on-one session in English, Russian, Cantonese or 
Mandarin. Friday, April 5, 1:30-3 p.m. at the Richmond Branch Library (351 Ninth Ave.). For 
more information, call 415-474-1558 or email techsquad@felton. org. 


FREE EVENTS ATTHE SF PUBLIC LIBRARY, RICHMOND BRANCH 
351 NINTH AVE., 415-355-5600 

CHILDREN/FAMILY PROGRAMS: 
"Storytime." Playtime follows directly after Storytime. Limited to 46 participants, tickets re- 
quired. Tuesdays and Wednesdays, 11-11:30 a.m. 
"Storytime: For Babies” Playtime follows directly after the Storytime. Limited to 46 participants, 
tickets required. Mondays 11-11:30 a.m. 
"Activity: Lego Free Play." Build skyscrapers, forts, castles or whatever your imagination desires 
with LEGO. For ages 5 and older. April 9, 3:30-5 p.m. 
“Activity: Persian cooking for kids." Learn about Persian cooking and flavors with Bay Area cook 
Arezoo Fakouri. For ages 8 and older. Space limited, sign up at the Children's Reference desk. 
Wed., April10, 4-5:30 p.m. 
"Early Learning: Big San Francisco Play Date." It's time to play! Enjoy age-specific toys and 
activities outside on the 10th Avenue lawn. Thursday, April 25, 11 a.m.-1 p.m. 
PROGRAMS FOR TEENS: 
"Postcard party.” Bring your own postcards or use the postcards provided. Write a postcard to a 
loved one or friend. Wednesday, April 10, 4-5:30 p.m. 
PROGRAMS FORALL AGES: 
"Refuse Refuse: Neighborhood Cleanup and Storytime.” Led by community member Vince 
Yuen, meet at the 10th Avenue door of the Richmond Library to help with neighborhood clean- 
up. Every second Tuesday of the month. April 9, 3:30-4:30 p.m. 
ADULT PROGRAMS: 
"Breath Meditation and Gentle Yoga with Don Narin." Guided meditation for calming and joint 
stress release with a gentle form of yoga that anyone can do. No movement beyond what is 
comfortable for you. Very relaxing and calming. Every Thursday, 11 a.m.-noon. 
"Tutorial: Tech Savvy at 60+." Learn the basics of tablets and iPhones. It is a seven-class se- 
ries. Please bring your own devices: Apple/Android. The class is taught in Cantonese. Space is 
limited, please reserve: 415-355-5600. This program is in partnership with Self-Help for the 
Elderly. Wednesday, April 3, 1:30-2:15 p.m. 
"Read Together, Silent Book Club." Bring any book (fiction or nonfiction) for a period of silent 
reading followed by a discussion when you share what you are reading with others. The club 
meets every other Wednesday. April 3 and 17, 3-5 p.m. 
"Presentation: Learn About and Tour the Richmond Branch Library.” Learn about the Richmond 
Branch Library, our building and the patrons who use it. The presentation will begin in the Pro- 
gram Room and end with a tour of the building and grounds. Space is limited. Reservations 
required: 415-355-5600 or sign up at the Adult Reference desk. Thursday, April 4, 4-5:30 p.m. 
"Tutorial: Drop-In Tech Support for Older Adults with the Felton Institute Tech Squad.” Get one- 
on-one help with your phone or tablet, searching the Internet, setting up an email account and 
other basic computer tasks. Cantonese-speaking Tech Squad members are available to assist, 
Friday, April 5, 1:30-3 p.m. 
"Performance: Jewish Folk Chorus of San Francisco.” Memories of childhood and dreams of 
peace and solidarity make up this year's repertoire of Zingeray, the neighborhood performing 
ensemble of the 97-year-old Jewish Folk Chorus of San Francisco. We invite the audience to 
join us in Yiddish, English, Russian, Hebrew, and Ladino to share the joy of singing. Saturday, 
April 6, 2-3 p.m. 
"Workshop: Westside Affordable Housing Sunset and Richmond." This workshop offers afford- 
able housing resources and educational information for the Richmond and Sunset districts. 
You will learn how to apply for affordable housing, who qualifies for affordable housing, how 
many units will be built in the community and why it matters to Richmond and Sunset resi- 
dents. In Russian. This program is in partnership with Self-Help for the Elderly. Saturday, April 
13, 1-2:30 p.m. 
"Workshop: Long-Term Care Planning.” What is Long-Term Care and why it is important to plan 
it in advance? Long-Term Care services and solutions which are available today. In Russian. 
Saturday, April 20, 2-3:30 p.m. 
"Workshop: Westside Affordable Housing Sunset and Richmond." This workshop offers afford- 
able housing resources and educational information in the Sunset and Richmond districts. You 
will learn how to apply for affordable housing, who qualifies for affordable housing, how many 
units will be built in the community and why it matters to Richmond and Sunset residents. In 
English and Cantonese. English session 2-3 p.m. Cantonese session 3:30-4:30 p.m.. Reserva- 
tions required: 415-355-5600. This program is in partnership with Self-Help for the Elderly. 
Tuesday, April 23, 2-4:30 p.m. 


GEORGE WASHINGTON H.S. AUTO SHOP FUNDRAISER 
The George Washington High School Auto Shop will hold its third annual Car, Truck and 


Motorcycle Show on Saturday, April 20, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Live music, food and drink available for 
purchase, as well as raffle tickets. $35 in advance (or $40 cash day-of, only if space available) 
for vehicle participants which includes a boxed lunch. Free for spectators. No alcohol and no 
smoking (anything) anywhere on campus. Call for sponsorships, which will place your name/ 
company on the event program AND on the back of the official T-shirt: 

¢ Bronze ($150) will help purchase supplies and spread needed awareness. 

e Silver ($300) will help purchase costly protective equipment. 

© Gold ($500) will help purchase welding supplies and sheet metal. 

We depend on those who care about high school students to sponsor our annual auto show. 
Pay by check to GWHS Auto Shop, 600 32nd Ave., SF, CA 94121, or Venmo (@Silvio-DelRosso). 
Please specify the name and logo to use. Donations of raffle prizes are welcome, too. We gladly 
accept any items you are able to provide. We invite you to come visit the auto shop at George 
Washington High School. Register at http://tinyurl.com/GWHSCarShowReg. 


GOLDEN GATE PARK BAND 
The Golden Gate Park Band announces its 2024 summer concerts series for its 
142nd season. April 28-Oct. 6 on Sundays* at 1 p.m. (25 concert dates) Spreckels Temple of 
Music (aka the Bandshell) in Golden Gate Park. San Francisco's oldest musical organization, 
founded in 1882, continues a new era of music for San Francisco and the Bay Area. ALLSHOWS 
FREE! All Welcome! * All concerts start at 1 p.m. on Sundays except Thursday, July 4 and Mon- 
day, Sept. 2 (Labor Day). Learn more at goldengateparkband.org. 


HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

Happy April birthday to Jimmy Baker Jr., Angelica Berman, Linda Cresci, Lindsay Emrick, 
Lauren Fong, Christine Gee, Shlomit Heller, Felix Huynh, Lulu J., Noah J., Vince Keehan, Beth 
Lederer, Aaron Lue, Jeremy Lue, Kristin Lue, Michael L. Lue, Natalie Lue, Liana Lujan, Zoé-Elise 
Quon, Danica N., Andrew P., Baby P., Rick Perkins, David Pierce, Siva Raj, Diego Reinheimer, 
David Roberts, Faustina Sarah, Nicholas Stanek, Manny Sosa, Maria Sullivan, Lucy Wong, Ran- 
dall Wong, Cameron Michael Young and Ariel Yuan. To add a name to the monthly birthday list, 
email Editor@RichmondSunsetNews.com. Free. 


HOUSE PAINTING 
Do you need your house to be painted? We specialize in exterior restoration, interior 
renovation and more! To learn more, go to Bluefogpainting.com. 


MEET THE EDITOR OF THE RICHMOND REVIEW - NEW DATE AND TIME 

Meet the editor of the Richmond Review: You are invited to meet with Michael Durand, 
editor and publisher of the Richmond Review and Sunset Beacon newspapers and the Rich- 
mondSunsetNews.com website. Bring your story ideas, feedback, suggestions, questions, 
announcement items and advertising inquiries. We are also welcoming new writers and pho- 
tographers interested in contributing stories and photos. The Meet the Editor session is at the 
One Richmond storefront, 802 Clement St. Usually we meet every second Thursday of the 
month, 1-2:30 p.m. This month we will meet on Thursday, April 18, 4-6 p.m. For more 
information, call 415-706-6428 or email Editor@RichmondSunsetNews.com. Scheduled ap- 
pointments not necessary but appreciated. 


ONLINE-ONLY CONTENT 
Visit our website, to find features that you can't find in the newspaper. Look for “Cooking 
Together,” by Shanta Nimbark Sacharoff, “Overtures and Undertows,” a column by Noma 
Faingold, a talented writer and longtime contributor to the Richmond Review and Sunset Bea- 
con newspapers and "A Shot of Salvation” by Deno Gellepes. Check out the recent "Photos of 
the Month" gallery. RichmondSunsetNews.com. 


‘PHOTOS OF THE MONTH’ ONLINE GALLERY 
Photographers are invited to submit three of their best photos for consideration to be 
published in the “Photos of the Month" gallery on RichmondSunsetNews.com. The website 
averages 20,000 views per month. Please submit photos as jpegs on the 15th of each month. 
For more information, email Editor@RichmondSunsetNews.com or call 415-706-6428. 


REFUSE REFUSE CLEANUPS 

Thursday, April 4, 3:30-4:30 p.m., One Richmond Cleanup, mobilize.us/togethersf/ 
event/528372/. 

Friday, April 5, 8-9 a.m., Morning Coffee Cleanup, mobilize.us/togethersffevent/513212/. 
Friday, April 5, 3:30-5 p.m., Clement Street Happy Hour Cleanup, mobilize.us/togethersf/ 
event/437706/. 

Saturday, April 6, 10-11:30 a.m., KEEP Ocean Beach Clean, mobilize.us/togethersf/ 
event/399341/. 

Tuesday, April 9, 3:30-4:30 p.m., Richmond Library Cleanup, mobilize.us/togethersf/ 
event/553131/. 

Saturday, April 13, 11 a.m-1 p.m., Central Richmond Cleanup, mobilize.us/togethersf/ 
event/613409/. 

Saturday, April 13, 10-11:30 a.m., KEEP Ocean Beach Clean, mobilize.us/togethersf/ 
event/399341/. 

Thursday, April 18, 10:30 a.m-noon, Rise and Grind Cleanup, mobilize.us/togethersf/ 
event/413075/. 

Saturday, Apr 20, 10-11:30 a.m., KEEP Ocean Beach Clean, mobilize.us/togethersf/ 
event/399341/. 

Monday, April 22, 10 a.m.-noon, Earth Day Ocean Beach Cleanup, mobilize.us/togethersf/ 
event/603941/. 

Saturday, April 27, 10-11:30 a.m., KEEP Ocean Beach Clean, mobilize.us/togethersf/ 
event/399341/. 

Saturday, April 27, 10 am-noon, Richmond District Cleanup, mobilize.us/togethersf/ 
event/441884/. 


SEALEVEL GALLERY EVENTS IN APRIL 
13: Two-Two-One Pop-up, a cafe pop-up. 
14: Secondhand Sundays. Vintage and modern goods. 
17: Bottles. A watercolor workshop with Baptiste Benet. 
19: Songwriters Circle. All levels welcome! 
20: 90-Minute Hamlet. A birthday tribute to Shakespeare. 
21: Sunset Solos. A monthly solo performance. 
27: Invisible Struggle: Visible Hope Embracing Ambiguous Grief. 
25: Open Mic. 
28: Creative Currents. A writing meet-up. 
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Commentary 


Brian Quan 


Political Participation 


With election results in San Fran- 
cisco finally certified less than three 
weeks after election day, the March 
primary was a fun amuse-bouche be- 
fore the main buffet of democracy this 
coming November. 

There have been a lot of hot takes as 
the ballots were counted with numer- 
ous narratives around homelessness, 
policing and the progressive nature of 
San Francisco. Now, with every vote 
counted, the analysis is starting to 
roll in from all parts to augur possible 


outcomes for the next election. So 
how did San Francisco voters do this 
past March? 

While the main narrative to come 
out of the March primary was one of 
low turnout; the final numbers came 
out to 46.61% of just over 500,000 
registered voters. Not as high as a 
general election with a presidential 
selection to bring out voters, this was 
in line with some historical prima- 
ry elections and not near any of the 
lowest in recent years. To give some 


POLICE BLOTTER 


Carjacking With Gun: 400 Block 
of 15th Avenue, Feb. 20, 3:35 p.m. 

A delivery driver returned to his 
vehicle and sat in the driver’s seat 
completing an order drop off. 

Before the victim could close the 
door, two suspects approached him. 

Suspect | ordered, “Get out of the 
car!” as he pulled the slide back on a 
black semi-automatic handgun. The 
suspect then pulled the victim’s jacket 
as he was getting out of his vehicle. 
Out of fear, the victim handed over the 
key while holding his cell phone. Sus- 
pect 2 pulled the victim’s cell phone 
from his hand. Both suspects got into 
the victim’s vehicle and drove away. 


Graffiti: Geary Boulevard and 
10th Avenue, Feb. 24, 4:04 a.m. 

Officers conducting a graffiti 
suppression operation observed three 
suspects in the act of tagging. 

Officers attempted to detain them, 
but all three suspects took off on foot. 
Two suspects were detained, identified 
and arrested. The third suspect evaded 


capture. 


Robbery With Force: 400 Block of 
Second Avenue, Feb. 28, 12:17 p.m. 

The victim was walking on the 
sidewalk in front of her house. A 
driver, the suspect, pulled up in a dark 
Ford Explorer next to the victim. The 
second suspect, the passenger, waved 
the victim over to their vehicle. Sus- 
pect 2 snatched a jade necklace from 
the victim and then put a gold-colored 
necklace back on her. Both suspects 
then drove off with the jade necklace. 

No injuries were reported, and the 
suspects did not speak to the victim. 

The jade necklace was reportedly 
worth $8 000. 


Fatal Traffic Collision: Martin 
Luther King Jr. and Music Con- 
course Drives in Golden Gate Park, 
March 8, 3:20 p.m. 

A motorcycle was involved in vehi- 
cle collision. The rider suffered a head 
injury and succumbed to those injuries 
on scene. 


comparison, the 2020 March primary 
had a turnout of 60.56% of a nearly 
comparable number of registered 
voters. But what was surprising to me 
and the Democratic County Central 
Committee race in which I participat- 
ed was the total number of votes cast 
between Assembly Districts 17 and 19 
were actually higher this time than the 
2020 vote totals across all candidates. 

This increased participation by 
Democratic Party voters appears to me 
to be a good sign for November as it 
indicates that, even with lower turnout 
for the primary, there is a higher 
engagement with voters understanding 
what they are voting on and what they 
are looking for in candidates. Citizens 
are engaging with the message of 
accountability and results locally. This 
is even played out with the approval 
of Propositions E and F, which were 
sold as measures to add some respon- 
siveness to policing procedures and 
screening for city public assistance. 
While not receiving overwhelming 
support, they show that voters are 
headed in that direction but are con- 
flicted about solutions to the problems 
our City faces. These tighter electoral 
decisions are also reflected in Prop- 
osition C, the measure to streamline 
office to housing conversion. State- 
wide, Proposition | passed even more 
narrowly despite heavy support here in 
San Francisco. 

Although it would be neat trick to 
prognosticate on what these numbers 
and sentiment will mean for Novem- 
ber compared to 2020, the trends 
are difficult to extrapolate between 
pre- and post-COVID where the ratio 
between in-person Election Day votes 
and vote by mail are vastly different, 
as well as the move to consolidate so 
many elected offices into the No- 
vember 2024 general election. This 
upcoming ballot in the fall is expected 
to be packed full of state and local 
propositions along with numerous can- 


didates. There is going to be a lot of 
campaigning work this summer and 
fall as political forces rally their bases 
to support their positions on the future 
of the City. 

So where to go from here for the 
electorate? While I did not make it 
onto the Democratic County Central 
Committee, a majority of the Demo- 
crats for Change slate candidates were 
elected to the body. Will the Central 
Committee be able to follow through 
on the slate’s focus on affordable 
housing, public safety and education? 
I personally look forward to seeing 
more efforts to register more Demo- 
crats and to engage our Democratic 
Party locally to help out battleground 
elections around the rest of the country 
as we head into the November general 
election. If we want to remain a model 
for the Democratic Party nationally, 
we need to come together to support 
and grow the party with solutions to 
the problems we all are facing rather 
than complaining about what the other 
side is doing. 

Democracy is only as sound as the 
participation of the many expressing 
their voices. There have already been 
some supervisor candidate debates 
around the City and there is an expec- 
tation of a plethora of ballot measures 
with signature gatherers out and about. 
While ballots come out a month before 
election day, it’s going to be packed 
with things to make decisions on, so it 
will be best to get ahead of all the in- 
formation that will be distributed. The 
best way forward is to be involved 
early with different groups or Demo- 
cratic clubs where you can hear from 
and question the politicians directly. 

Brian Quan is a Richmond Dis- 
trict native, co-leader of Grow the 
Richmond, member of the Park 
Presidio-Sunset Lions Club and leads 
a monthly Refuse Refuse S.F. street 
clean-up. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Continued from page 10 
Sealevel Gallery is located at 4331 Irving St. Learn more at sealevelsf.com. 


SONIC DREAMS DOCUMENTARY 
Sonic Dreams Documentary Premiere Screening with live band performances. 
Balboa Theater, 3630 Balboa St., Saturday, April 27, 7-10:30 p.m., $20. For tickets and infor- 
mation, go to balboamovies.com. 


STAMP COLLECTOR AND STAMP COLLECTIONS 
Stamp collector is buying stamps and stamp collections. | am buying “older stamps” from 
the 1800s to 1930. American Philatelic Society member since 1986. Pictures are appreciated. 
Call or text message 415-533-0761. 


THANK YOU! 

Sincere thanks to the Richmond Review readers who generously donate to the Pat- 
reon funding campaign. Your contribution helps keep us financially healthy. If you signed up 
and haven't received Richmond Review branded products (tote bag, pens, coffee mug, hat or 
shirt), please send an email to Editor@RichmondSunsetNews.com. We would also like to share 
just your name in the paper to thank you. Please let us know if thatis OK. To donate, please visit 
our website to sign up for our Patreon campaign, send a check to Richmond Review, P.O. Box 
16035, SF, CA, 94116 or send via PayPal to Editor@RichmondSunsetNews.com. Thank you! 


Announcements: $1 per word, 20 word minimum. Share birthday greetings, wed- 
dings, anniversaries, births, obituaries, graduations, sports highlights, business 
accomplishments, retirements, college admissions, etc. 


Announcements run in the Richmond Review and Sunset Beacon newspapers 
(36,200 copies) and on RichmondSunsetNews.com (average of 20,000 views per 
month). Ads must be pre-paid. Deadline: 22nd of the month. Mail check to: P.O. 
Box 16035, S.F.,CA 94116 or use PayPal to Editor@RichmondSunsetNews.com. Call 
415-706-6428 or email Editor@RichmondSunsetNews.com for more details. 


FREE: Add a name to the monthly birthday list or a community event announce- 
ments free of charge. 


We support small businesses: Free announcements for small businesses celebrat- 
ing an anniversary or other significant milestone or event. Send announcement to 
Editor@RichmondSunsetNews.com. 


RE/MAx 


W® 


RE/MAX 


Prestigious Properties 


Residential and Commercial Sales 
1653 Irving Street, San Francisco, Ca. 94122 


RemaxPrestigiousProperties@qmail.com | (415) 564-3776 


Ask about our fixer upper property list of homes. 
Helping investors flip and make great profits. 
Broker/Owners, 


Sevan Kevorkian 415-412-4716 
Norman Green 650-296-5210 


12 - The Richmond Review 


April 2024 


‘Then and Now’: Sixth Avenue Between Clement and Geary 


Left: This photo shows 


Kezar 


Continued from page 1 


The building also needs upgrading to 
be seismically safe. 

The gymnasium will get new basket- 
ball courts, providing an opportunity 
for two full-size courts at the same time 
using retractable bleachers to maxi- 
mize floor space. 

The ramps going down to the floor 
space and the support columns block- 
ing sight lines will be removed, with 
the gym floor lowered about four-to- 
six feet and a new basement alignment. 

ADA accessibility will be improved 
with entrances aligned on the first floor 
and connection levels between the gym 
and the new annex, with elevators built 
in. 

The building will be all-electric with 
solar panels and a back-up generator. 

Air filtration and cooling will be im- 
proved to be ready in response to wild- 
fire smoke and extreme heat events. 

Green building codes will be imple- 
mented to achieve LEED certification 
and the number of restrooms will be 
increased. 

From the outside, however, perhaps 
the most noticeable change will be a 
new annex adjacent to the gym. 

Jennifer Dameron, the project archi- 
tect with DPW, said the new design 
“relates and really respects the historic 
architecture of the pavilion and how 
it’s connected to the existing building 
through this vertical circulation core. 
Even though we’ve added a lot of 
square footage to what the annex cur- 
rently has, the bulk of this annex really 
isn’t felt because a lot of it is located in 
the basement and even below the plaza 
level.” 

The new annex will serve as the 
headquarters for Rangers stationed at 
Golden Gate Park and house upgrad- 
ed locker rooms while connecting to a 
historic tunnel which used to provide 
access to athletes going into Kezar Sta- 
dium. 

It will also provide multipurpose 
rooms and community space. 


The Beauty Network 
Gaslight & Shadows 
Antiques 
Glynn Realty 


To learn how your business can sign up 
to be a Patreon business partner, 
visit RichmondSunsetNews.com, 

call 415-706-6428 or 
email Editor@Richmond 
SunsetNews.com. 


15 streetcar heading outbound/southbound on Sixth Avenue between Geary Boulevard and Clem- 
ent Street, circa 1948, with Lincoln Bowl in the background. The building started out as a movie theater before transitioning to a bowling 
alley in 1940. Photo courtesy of a private collector/Western Neighborhoods Project/OpenSFHistory. Right: Muni’s 44-O’Shaughnessy 
bus line took the streetcar’s place in the Inner Richmond. It runs across the City to the Bayview District. Photo by Michael Durand. 


The small, rear parking lot immedi- 
ately north of the annex building will 
be converted into a plaza and connect- 
ed to the access road coming off of 
Stanyan Street. 

Trees will either line the drop-off 
zone that will define the edge of the 
plaza to provide shade for bench seat- 
ing, with the main seating at the center 
of the plaza between raised planters; or 
the trees will be near the drop off zone, 
giving more flexibility for seating op- 
tions. 

Lizzy Hirsch, a landscape architect 
with DPW, pointed out that right now 
the only public access point to the pa- 
vilion is directly off of Stanyan Street. 
Thus, the plaza and drop off zones will 
provide a more pleasing alternative. 

“Our new idea is that you can circu- 
late and connect to all the parts,” Hirsh 
said. “This new western plaza really is 
the nexus that allows you to move to 
Golden Gate Park from the parking lot 
to Kezar and it’s a true opportunity to 
connect the dots,” 

Right now, the rear parking lot is for 
city vehicles. They will get a new home 
in the paid parking area adjacent to the 
south side of the pavilion area. 

“The idea is that all the City vehicles, 
the Ranger vehicles, would actually 
queue up on the first aisle of the park- 
ing lot. It would be reserved for City 
and Ranger vehicles only,” said Dan 
Mauer, the renovation project manager 
for Rec. and Park. 

“The rest of the parking lot will re- 
main intact as it currently is, once the 
striping’s done.” 

Personal vehicles for staff will have 
to either use paid parking in that lot or 
park somewhere else. 


ANNEX 


Full replacement to address space and accessibility constraints ° 


Meet growing needs of Park Rangers 


Upgrade sports locker rooms and maintain historic connection to tunnel . 


f : Lim. 
Above: On March 12, the Recreation and Park Department, along 
with other city agencies, displayed their new plan for renovating the 
Kezar Pavilion for locals to view and discuss. Photo by Thomas K. 
Pendergast. Below: The City is planning major upgrades to the inte- 
rior of Kezar Pavilion. Photo by Michael Durand. 
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SAN FRANCISCO 
RECREATION 
@ PARKS 


Multipurpose room and terrace provide 
community space 
Spaces are flexible for emergency use 


PART IV | DESIGN PUBLIC 
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Paid Political Advertisement 


Democrat Daniel Lurie for Mayor 


Leadership 


As Mayor, Daniel will bring accountability back to public safety, increase police foot patrols, and build a fully 
staffed and well-trained SFPD so every resident can feel safe in the Richmond and every neighborhood. 


Shut down open-air drug markets, lock up fentanyl dealers, 
and crack down on organized crime rings. 


Clean up needles, garbage, and blight from our streets and 
invest in safety cameras. 


Take real action to stop smash and grabs, car break-ins, 
property crime, and retail theft. 


Increase bike and foot patrols to deter crime, improve 911 
response times, and use non-law enforcement teams for 
low-level offenses. 


Daniel has the 
clearest vision on public 
in SF safety, where we need to 
go, and the specifics on 
how to get there. 


f hs ' 
| Z- 


“Democrat Das 


Read Daniel’s plan for change 
in the Richmond or visit 


DaniellLurie.com 


Ad paid for by Believe in SF Lurie for Mayor 2024 
Ad Committee’s Top Funders 
1. Miriam ‘Mimi’ Haas ($1,000,000) 
2. Jan Koum ($250,000) 
3. Oleg Nodelman ($250,000) 
This advertisement was not authorized by a candidate or a committee controlled by a candidate. 
Financial disclosures are available at sfethics.org. 
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Mandalay Restaurant One of Six Recipients Nationwide to Earn 
2024 James Beard Foundation America’ s Classics Award 


By Beth Bodner 


The Richmond _District’s 
Mandalay restaurant was 
one of only six recipients na- 
tionwide of the 2024 James 
Beard Foundation America’s 
Classics Award. The Burmese 
restaurant, located at Califor- 
nia Street and Fourth Avenue, 
has been a stalwart for tanta- 
lizing Southeast-Asian cuisine 
for 40 years. 

If Burmese food is unfamil- 
iar to you, envision a fusion 
of Thai, Indian and Chinese 
flavors, each dish served with 
a prideful touch. Formerly 
known as Burma, Myanmar 
shares its borders with India, 
Thailand, Laos and China, 
which greatly influences its 
culinary landscape. 

Richmond neighbors and 
visitors can’t miss Mandalay’s 
bright yellow facade when 
traveling on California Street 
in the Inner Richmond. The 
large dining room is festively 
trimmed with wall hangings 
and other cultural artworks. 
The entryway is overflowing 
with congratulatory flowers 
and cards from customers and 
local restaurants alike. 


Mandalay restaurant owners Kevin Chen (left) and Sherry Dung have operated their 
eatery since moving to the Richmond from Burma 40 years ago. Photo by Beth 


Bodner. 


Mandalay’s owners, Sher- 
ry Dung and Kevin Chen, are 
extremely hospitable, kind and 
vivacious. Mandalay has been 
buzzing with excitement over 


Need Expert Professional 


Real Estate Services? 


Contact John Lee today for a free consultation: 
(415) 465-0505 or johnlee@isellsf.com 


As your Trusted Advisor 


I will listen carefully to all your real estate needs and desires, 
and share with you my experience, perspective, and expertise. 


As your Skilled Negotiator 
I will help you explore all options. I will respect your 
confidentiality. I will steadfastly represent your best interests. 


As your Expert Facilitator 
I will assemble, coordinate, and assist your team of service 
providers. I will lead your transaction to a successful close. 


Smart. Empathic. 


Experienced. Dedicated. 


COMPASS 


Serving as your local newspaper columnist for the past 25 years! 


www.isellsf.com 


the past month ever since the 
news broke that the restaurant 
was named a James Beard 
Foundation America’s Clas- 
sics winner. The prestigious 
award is given to local restau- 
rants that have timeless appeal 
and reflect the character of 
their communities. 

Dung and Chen expressed 
surprise about the award; they 
had no idea they were going 
to receive such an impressive 
distinction nomination. Ever 
since late February when the 
news was published across the 
U'S., the phone at Mandalay 
has been ringing nearly non- 
stop. 

Dung and Chen expressed 
tremendous gratitude for their 
Richmond neighbors. Sher- 
ry emphasized that “with- 
out neighborhood support, it 
wouldn’t have been possible 
for (Mandalay) to be here for 
40 years.” The owners further 
shared that they do not offer 
menus to their regular diners. 
They delight in the joy on cus- 
tomers’ faces when they know 
someone’s order by heart. 

Dung has a tip for newer 
Richmond restaurants: Focus 
on operations and get to know 
your customers. 

The couple immigrated to 
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San Francisco from Burma 
about 40 years ago. They met 
in Yangon (formerly known 
as Rangoon) before moving to 
California. Chen said he liked 
San Francisco immediately; he 
particularly loves the weather 
and nice, intelligent people. 
Interestingly, he was previous- 
ly a geologist, which he joked 
was “a little different” than his 
current work. 

Dung grew up in Burma and 
spent some time in Taiwan 
with her aunt to learn about 
and work in the restaurant cul- 
ture. She and her mom share a 
deep appreciation of food. Her 
mom taught her how to cook, 
and to this day their favorite 
weekly activity is to go out to 
eat together. 

Both Dung and Chen proud- 
ly disclosed that Dung is the 
mastermind behind Manda- 
lay’s recipes. 

The couple loves to travel 
at least once a year to see new 
cultures and experience new 


flavors. Dung is eager to get 
more folks interested in Bur- 
mese food. The second most 
popular item on the menu at 
Mandalay is the Mandalay 
Special Noodle. The mild dish 
features flat noodles, chick- 
en, lime juice, and dried thin 
noodles on top. Dung brought 
back the recipe from a trip to 
Burma about 15 years ago. 

The star of Burmese cuisine 
is the tea leaf salad. Accord- 
ing to Dung and Chen, the 
salad, which offers a unique 
texture, is ceremonious. They 
expressed, for any special oc- 
casion in Burma, tea leaf salad 
has to be served. Mandalay’s 
tea leaf salad is served without 
lettuce because that is how the 
king and queen liked it. The 
leaves used in the dish grow at 
high altitudes in the Shan State 
of Myanmar, near the Chinese 
border. Kevin explained that 
the baby tea leaves used in the 
salad are soft and delicate, dif- 
ferent from the leaves used to 
make drinking tea. 

The restaurant is named af- 
ter a city that was once a royal 
capital in Burma. Mandalay 
was rich in culture and food 
and was home to the last pal- 
ace of the Burmese monarchy. 
Today, Mandalay remains a 
popular city and a commercial 
hub in northern Myanmar. 

Dung and Chen are hum- 
bled by their award and are 
constantly seeking to improve 
their restaurant. Mandalay 
is a certified Ocean Friendly 
Restaurant, which is a nation- 
wide program operated by 
the Surfrider Foundation. The 
restaurant’s Ocean Friendly 
stamp certifies that only re- 
usable foodware is used for 
onsite dining, no styrofoam 
is used, and paper straws are 
provided only upon request, 
among other eco-conscious 
standards. 

Mandalay is located at 4348 
California St., at Fourth Av- 
enue. Learn more at manda- 
laysf.com. 
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Mandalay’ Ss sbrihit colors and festive cultural artworks 
have welcomed diners into the Richmond District 
landmark for 40 years. Photos by Eitan Kiin. 


April 2024 


The Richmond Review ° 15 


Alexandria 


Continued from page 1 


single-screen auditorium that had a 
unique, concrete bowl-shaped floor 
which seated 2,000 people. 

In 1942, stepped seating was added 
to the auditorium and Art Deco interi- 
or ornamentation was installed, while 
a large blade sign and marquee were 
mounted outside along with terrazzo 
paving in the entry area. 

In 1976, the auditorium was sub- 
divided into three theaters with two 
smaller, upper level theaters on a new 
balcony deck. 

The theater closed in 2004 and has 
been sitting vacant since then. 

Throughout the next two decades, 
there have been at least two attempts 
to develop the property, but neither of 
them were successful. 

The property was sold to a group of 
investors, Alexandria Enterprises LLC, 
one week before the theater closed, 
according to a 2011 San Francisco 
Chronicle article. 

In 2010, the owners proposed keep- 
ing the existing building but expanding 
the second floor to include a restau- 
rant, while keeping one of the theater 
screens to accommodate 221 to 250 
seats. 

On the ground floor, the plan called 
for the interior to be converted into re- 
tail commercial spaces, with a series of 
openings on the east facade to create 
store fronts for them. 

Meanwhile, the marquee, blade sign 
and terrazzo flooring would have been 
preserved and restored. 

The Richmond District’s supervisor 
at the time, Eric Mar, was quoted in the 
Chronicle article as expressing frustra- 
tion that the property had been inactive 
and blighted. He saw this proposal as a 
“tremendous morale booster for shops 
and restaurants” in the area. 

The architect for that project, Jon- 
athan Pearlman, said the 1976 walls 
would be taken down and “the good 
news is that they just threw some walls 
up and didn’t do any damage to the the- 
ater.” 

But, for reasons that remain unclear 
from the available documentation, that 
plan was never developed. 

In 2015 the current property owner 
Yorke Lee, doing business as Time- 
Space Alexandria, LLC, took posses- 
sion of the property. 

The district’s supervisor at that time, 
Sandra Lee Fewer, expressed her frus- 
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A memorandum of understanding has been signed between city of- 
ficials and the owner of the Alexandria Theater property to develop 
residential housing on the site. Photo by Thomas K. Pendergast. 


tration at the lack of action to develop 
the theater. 

“Birds are living in the marquee and 
it’s falling down. It’s just really an eye- 
sore and we’re sick of it,” Fewer said 
at a community meeting in April of 
2017. “Two gentlemen that live in the 
South Bay have bought it. Before the 
owners were in China. It was very hard 
to talk to them because they were just 
going through a middle man. But now, 
it switched owners about three or four 
times; these two owners I actually met. 

“T did a walk-through of the Alexan- 
dria Theater with a historian from the 
Historic Preservation Commission,” 
Fewer said. “It’s really creepy now be- 
cause there’s no lights and they pulled 
up all the seats. If you go behind the 
scenes, there are rooms that are like 
cages in the back.” 

That same year, Lee submitted a 
proposal to the San Francisco Plan- 
ning Commission for building a 
13 ,322-square-foot “swim center” fea- 
turing two swimming pools on the first 
floor, a “learning center” on a second 
floor and a “business center” on a third 
floor. 

A Conditional Use Authorization, 
the City’s way of green-lighting a de- 
velopment, was issued by the Planning 
Department in October of 2019. 

But a few months later, the 
COVID-19 pandemic hit and plac- 
es like public swimming pools were 
among the first to get shut down. 

After that, investor funding for the 
project dried up and momentum for the 
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project faded. 

With the property languishing in va- 
cancy, partially due to the SF Planning 
Department scaling back operations 
while riding out the pandemic, the 
building’s disintegration, already well 
along, appeared to be further eroding 
the possibility of renovation. 

Then an atmospheric river rainstorm 
with high winds slammed into the Bay 
Area and the blade sign was damaged 
to the point that the property owners 
took it down after inspectors from the 
SF Department of Building Inspection 
(DBI) issued a Notice Of Violation 
(NOV) on Jan. 10, 2023, because the 
sign was deemed a public safety haz- 
ard. 

In March 2023, Chan submitted a 
resolution to the San Francisco Board 
of Supervisors calling on the Plan- 
ning Department to give the building a 
“landmark” designation and the Board 
unanimously approved that resolution. 

The following November, the City’s 
Historic Preservation Commission rec- 
ommended the Planning Commission 
approve the landmark designation. 

Meanwhile, DBI’s NOV had to be 
dealt with. 

On Aug. 16, 2023, Lee and his attor- 
ney Nick Colla went before the Board 
of Appeals asking it to rescind the 
NOV, which cited “general negligence 
of maintaining and up keeping the sub- 
ject historic property.” 

“They’re doing what they can to 
work with the City to make this a safe 
and habitable and active space, but 
we’re hamstrung right now by our 
dealings with the City,” Colla told that 
Board, who rejected the appeal unani- 
mously. 

At that meeting, Board of Appeals 


Commissioner Alex Lemberg acknowl- 
edged that Lee had submitted permits 
to the Planning Department and DBI, 
and Colla said they were making a 
“good faith” effort to follow through 
with the work. 

“T think there’s one of them that was 
completed out of at least a dozen here,” 
Lemberg responded, referring to a list 
in front of him. “I can’t agree with your 
assessment that that is a ‘good faith’ 
effort to act under these building per- 
mits.” 

Tina Tam, the deputy zoning admin- 
istrator for the Planning Department, 
said “building demolition by neglect 
is a big concern for this building. We 
have seen in the past when property 
owners allow a building to deteriorate 
to the point that demolition becomes 
necessary or restoration becomes un- 
reasonable.” 

In a recent interview, however, Colla 
flatly denied that this was the case. 

“We’re dealing with that Notice of 
Violation they issued,’ Colla said. 
“We’re working through the process 
with (the Planning Department’s) en- 
forcement staff to make sure that we 
devise an agreed upon plan for the 
preservation of key historic elements 
of the theater, and we’re doing that 
with Planning’s enforcement staff and 
preservationists, while we are simulta- 
neously working with OEWD and the 
city attorney’s office to come up with 
the terms of a Project Development 
Agreement.” 

He pointed to the fact that Lee had 
already gone through this process be- 
fore and was on the way to begin con- 
structing the swim center when the 
pandemic hit. 

“They went through the process of 
getting a Conditional Use Authoriza- 
tion (CUA) and it took several years to 
do so. It was cleared right before the 
pandemic and then everything in the 
world came to a halt, and during that 
process, during the time when things 
were down and the originally proposed 
project was no longer viable for a com- 
munity center and a swimming pool,” 
he said. “It was back to the drawing 
board and then enforcement staff at 
that point decided to crack down on 
the property owner, as if he were just a 
neglectful property owner at that point. 

“As far as applications and the pro- 
cesses that the ownership group has 
gone through to try to find a viable use 
for this space, I think there’s plenty 
of evidence there to suggest they had 
done so, and I think anyone stating 
anything to the contrary maybe isn’t 
taking into account the bureaucracy it 
takes to get a project off the ground 
here in the City.” 
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Jonathon Travis, Lynne Shubunka & Fred Shevchenko, FDR 
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